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in  cooperation  with  the  California  Historical  Society,  The  Foundation  for  San 
Francisco's  Architectural  Heritage,  the  San  Francisco  Performing  Arts 
Library  and  Museum,  and  the  San  Francisco  Historical  Society 

Presents 

San  Francisco  1906  to  1939: 
Recovering  the  Lost  City 

May  8th  and  9th,  1992 
Herb  st  Theatre,  San  Francisco 


HUMANITIES  WEST  PRESENTS 


SAN  FRANCISCO  1906-1939: 
RECOVERING  THE  LOST  CITY 

Herbst  Theatre,  San  Francisco 
Dean  Alan  Jones,  Moderator 

FRIDAY  EVENING.  MAYS.  S:00  - 1 1:00  PM 


INTRODUCTORY 

REMARKS: 

Dean  Alan  Jones 

LECTURE: 

Kevin  Starr,  University  of  Southern  California,  ’’Recovering  Atlantis: 
Politics,  Architecture,  and  Civic  Well-being  in  the  Age  of  Timothy 
Pflueger  and  James  Rolph” 

PERFORMANCE: 

The  Goodtime  Washboard  3 

RECEPTION: 

The  Green  Room,  War  Memorial  Performing  Arts  Building 

SATURDAY.  MAY9.  10:00  AM  - 4:30  PM 


LECTURE: 

William  Issel,  San  Francisco  State  University,  ’’One  City,  Many 
Peoples:  The  Political  Culture  of  San  Francisco” 

LECTURE: 

Therese  Heyman,  Oakland  Museum,  ’’Moving  the  Muse: 
Photography  from  1906  to  1939” 

LECTURE: 

LUNCH.  12:30  - 2:00  PM 

Richard  Reinhardt,  University  of  California  at  Berkeley,  ’’Shaken  but 
Unrepentant” 

LECTURE: 

Gray  Brechin,  Architectural  Historian,  ’’Dreams  of  Empire:  San 
Francisco  and  the  Pacific  Basin” 

ROUNDTABLE: 


Panel  discussion  with  lecturers,  moderated  by  Charles  Wollenbei^, 
with  questions  from  the  audience 


LECTURER  AND  PERFORMER  BIOGRAPHIES 


GRAY  BRECHIN  is  a noted  lecturer  on  the 
architecture  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area.  He  has 
taught  courses  at  many  Bay  Area  universities  and  col- 
leges, and  has  been  active  as  a writer  and  television 
producer.  He  is  currently  writing  a book  on  the  envi- 
ronmental impact  of  San  Francisco  on  the  Pacific 
Basin  since  the  Gold  Rush. 

THE  GOODTIME  WASHBOARD  3 presents  a blend 
of  sophisticated  tongue-in-cheek  comedy,  toe-tapping 
music  and  nostalgia  by  Peter  Arnott,  Wayne  Pope,  and 
Harold  Nachtrieb.  Based  in  the  Bay  Area  where  each 
performer  pursues  separate  business  careers,  they 
have  performed  in  a variety  of  venues  since  the  early 
60s  — from  the  old  Hungry  i to  Davies  Hall  — includ- 
ing a U.S.  Department  of  State  dinner  for  Corazon 
Aquino. 

THERESE  HEYMAN  is  Senior  Curator  of  Prints  and 
Photographs  at  The  Oakland  Museum  in  Oakland, 
California.  Educated  at  Yale  University  and  Smith 
College,  she  has  organized  numerous  photography 
exhibitions,  especially  the  photography  of  the 
American  West.  She  has  also  contributed  to  publica- 
tions devoted  to  the  American  photographers  Edward 
Weston  and  Dorothea  Lange. 

WILLIAM  ISSEL  is  Professor  of  History  and  Urban 
Studies  at  San  Francisco  State  University.  A specialist 
in  the  history  of  culture,  society,  and  politics  in  the 
United  States  since  the  Civil  War,  he  teaches  courses 
on  American  urban  history,  American  intellectual  his- 
tory, and  on  the  U.S.  since  1945.  He  is  the  author  of 
several  books,  including  Social  Change  in  the  United 
States.  He  currently  serves  on  the  advisory  board  of 
the  American  Studies  Resources  Center  in  London. 


ALAN  JONES  is  Dean  of  Grace  Cathedral  of  San 
Francisco.  He  received  his  Ph.D.  from  the  University 
of  Nottingham  and  was  ordained  into  the  priesthood 
in  the  Diocese  of  Southward  in  England.  Now  a U.S. 
citizen,  he  was  a visiting  lecturer  at  the  Institute  of 
Theology  of  St.  John  the  Divine  in  New  York  City  and 
is  the  author  of  Sacrifice  and  Delight:  Spirituality  for 
Ministry. 

RICHARD  REINHARDT  has  written  or  contributed  to 
a dozen  books  on  subjects  as  diverse  as  urban  plan- 
ning, the  Klondike  gold  rush,  and  transcontinental 
railroad  travel.  His  novel  The  Ashes  of  Smyrna,  set  in 
the  Middle  East  in  the  early  1920s,  has  been  translat- 
ed into  both  Greek  and  Turkish.  A contributor  to 
American  Heritage,  Wilderness,  Columbia  Journalism 
Review,  and  other  magazines,  he  teaches  news  writing 
in  the  Graduate  School  of  Journalism  at  the  University 
of  California,  Berkeley. 

KEVIN  STARR  is  currently  Visiting  Professor  in  the 
School  of  Urban  and  Regional  Planning  at  the 
University  of  Southern  California.  The  author  of 
numerous  newspaper  and  magazine  articles,  he  has 
written  five  books,  three  of  which  are  part  of  his 
Americans  and  the  California  Dream  series  for  the 
Oxford  University  Press.  He  has  also  served  as 
Executive  Assistant  to  the  Mayor  of  San  Francisco,  the 
City  Librarian  of  San  Francisco,  and  as  a daily  colum- 
nist for  the  San  Francisco  Examiner. 

CHARLES  WOLLENBERG  is  a Professor  of  History 
at  Vista  Community  College  in  Berkeley.  He  received 
his  Ph.D.  in  History  from  the  University  of  California 
at  Berkeley  and  has  written  primarily  on  California 
and  Bay  Area  social  history.  His  works  include  All 
Deliberate  Speed:  Segregation  and  Exclusion  in 
California  Schools  and  Golden  Gate  Metropolis: 
Perspectives  in  Bay  Area  History. 


CHRONOLOGY:  SAN  FRANCISCO  1906-1939 


1906 


1907‘ 

1908 


1909 


1911 


1912^ 

1913 


1915 


1916 


1917- 

1918 


1921- 

1929 


1930- 

1933 


1934- 

1939 


Earthquake  and  Fire.  At  least  2500  deaths.  Five  square  miles  of  damage  to  28,000  buildings. 
Nearly  three-fifths  of  the  population  homeless.  Board  of  Education  requires  Japanese  students 
to  attend  segregated  "Oriental  School". 

Graft  Trials.  Abe  Ruef  pleads  guilty  to  extortion  charges.  Mayor  Eugene  Schmitz  sentenced  to 
five  years  in  San  Quentin  for  corruption  (later  overturned) . Abe  Ruef  sentenced  to  14  years. 


Portola  Festival  opens,  announcing  to  the  world  the  city’s  recovery  from  the  earthquake  and 
fire. 


Greater  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce  organized.  James  Rolph,  Jr.  elected  mayor  after 
campaigning  as  the  candidate  who  will  be  "the  mayor  of  all  of  the  people."  San  Francisco 
Symphony  Orchestra  organized. 

San  Francisco  begins  the  nation's  first  city-owned  streetcar  service. 


Panama  Pacific  International  Exposition  opens.  New  City  Hall  is  dedicated. 


Preparedness  Day  parade  bombing:  nine  dead,  forty  injured. 


New  Public  Library  in  Civic  Center  dedicated.  Twin  Peaks  Tunnel  opens. 


De  Young  Museum,  Steinhart  Aquarium,  Kezar  Stadium,  open  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  Palace  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor  dedicated.  San  Francisco  Municipal  Airport  at  Mills  Field  dedicated. 
Bayshore  Highway  opens. 


Seals  Stadium  opens.  New  City  Charter  approved.  Sigmund  Stern  Grove,  new  Opera  House, 
Coit  Tower,  dedicated. 


Strike  of  longshoremen  and  sailors,  "Bloody  Thursday,"  (two  men  shot  and  killed).  General 
strike  of  city  unions  for  three  days.  Settlement  of  strike  begins  new  era  of  labor  relations.  Bay 
Bridge  and  Golden  Gate  Bridge  open  to  traffic.  Aquatic  Park  dedicated.  Golden  Gate 
International  Exposition  opens. 
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Scotrwall  Associates,  Publishers  of  books  on  Bay  Area  history,  recommend 

BIG  ALMA:  San  Francisco's  Alma  Spreckels 

Bernice  Scharlach's  superb  biography  of  the  beautiful,  outrageous  woman  who  went  from  rags  to  riches, 
scandalized  San  Francisco  society,  became  an  artists'  model,  befriended  kings,  queens,  dancers,  artists, 
mayors,  longshoremen,  who  introduced  the  works  of  Auguste  Rodin  to  America,  collected  priceless  art, 
slept  in  Louis  XIV's  bed,  built  the  Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  and  lived  in  the  grandest 
house  in  San  Francisco,  who  fought  two  World  Wars,  invented  the  Garage  Sale, 
and  at  age  57  chartered  a plane  and  eloped  with  a cowboy. 

What  have  you  done  lately? 

The  San  Francisco  Fair:  Treasure  Island^  1939-1940 

The  glorious  Golden  Gate  International  Exposition  is  recaptured  in  eyewitness  accounts  by 
fifty  people  (including  Herb  Caen)  who  worked  at  the  Fair.  Splendid  color  photographs, 
never  before  published,  show  the  unique  architecture  and  sculpture,  the  fountains,  the  crowds, 
the  night  views  with  magnificent  lighting,  which  made  "The  Magic  City"  unforgettable 
for  the  twenty  million  people  who  saw  it.  Index,  bibliography,  list  of  artists;  70  color  photographs. 

At  your  bookstore,  or  order  from 
Scottwall  Associates,  Publishers 
95  Scott  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  94117 
Telephone  (415)  861-1956 
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San  Francisco: 
Recovering  the  Lost  City 

May  8 and  9, 1992 
Herbst  Theatre,  San  Francisco 


Zlubbed  by  President  William  Taft  “The  City  that  knows  how," 
San  Francisco  between  the  1906  quake  and  the  Second  World 
War  accomplished  such  prodigious  feats  that  many  still  regard 
that  period  as  a golden  age.  Public  figures  such  as  Mayor  Rolph, 
John  McLaren,  Michael  O’Shaughnessy,  and  Rosalie  Stem  seem 
to  belong  to  a vanished  era  of  giants,  while  its  world-famed 
skyline  of  hills  and  towers,  approached  by  ferry  under  the  rising 
piers  of  great  bridges,  regularly  provoked  comparisons  to  Venice, 
Istanbul,  and  Oz. 

Myth  and  reality  become  hopelessly  entwined  when 
recalling  a city  that  exists  only  in  memory  and  art.  For  the  first 
time.  Humanities  West  will  turn  its  attention  to  home  base. 
“Recovering  the  Lost  City”  will  explore  the  public  spirit,  political 
dynamics,  and  the  artistic  creativity  that  energized  San  Francisco 
during  its  years  of  recovery.  Noted  historian  and  author  Kevin 
Starr  will  initiate  the  program  on  Friday  night  with  an  overview 
of  what  makes  the  period  seem  so  heroic  in  retrospect. 
“Recovering  Atlantis:  Politics,  Architecture,  and  Civic  Well-Being 
in  the  Age  of  Timothy  Pfleuger  and  James  Rolph”  will  examine 
the  means  by  which  San  Francisco’s  most  charismatic  mayor 
forged  an  inclusive  politics  that  was  physically  embodied  in 
Pfleuger’s  festive  buildings.  Starr  proposes  that  by  1939,  San 
Francisco  had  become  “the  smallest  possible,  albeit  complete, 
world  city.”  Starr’s  talk  will  be  followed  by  a musical  revue 
performed  by  the  Goodtime  Washboard  3 and  by  a reception  for 
subscribers. 

The  program  will  continue  on  Saturday  morning.  May  9 at 
10am  with  a lecture  by  Professor  William  Issel  of  San  Francisco 
State  University  entitled  “One  City,  Many  Peoples:  The  Political 
Culture  of  San  Francisco.”  Professor  Issel  will  discuss  the  deep 
class,  ethnic,  and  religious  divisions  that  characterized  San 
Francisco  since  its  inception,  revealing  how  a unique  alliance  of 
public  and  private  leaders  successfully  contained  the  potential 
for  conflict  and  united  citizens  in  a common  drive  for  civic 
betterment  and  economic  growth. 

Issel  will  be  followed  by  Oakland  Museum  curator  Therese 
Heyman  whose  talk  “Moving  the  Muse”  will  discuss 
photography  from  1906  to  1939.  It  was  during  this  time  that 
the  Bay  Area  became  a leading  center  of  creative  camera  work, 
with  such  outstanding  artists  as  Geothe,  Lange,  the  Westons, 
Cunningham,  Stackpole,  and  Adams  projecting  a regional  vison 
of  enduring  power  which  continues  to  this  day  in  the  work  of 
succeeding  generations  of  photographers. 

Journalist  Richard  Reinhardt  will  recover  the  lost 
journalism  of  the  period  in  “Shaken  But  Unrepentant.”  Lenient 
libel  laws  enabled  newspapers  of  the  time  to  freely  engage  in 


character  assassination,  political  manipulation,  and  malicious 
gossip  — with  an  occasional  spasm  of  idealistic  crusading. 
Reinhardt  will  resurrect  the  titans  of  Newspaper  Angle  — 
William  Randolph  hearst,  Fremont  Older,  Michael  de  Young,  and 
Paul  C.  Smith  — as  he  attempts  to  answer  the  question  whether 
the  city’s  rowdy  tradition  of  journalism  was  imposed  from  above 
or  was  an  accurate  reflection  of  a public  hungry  for  sensation 
and  gamey  scandal. 

Lunch  will  be  followed  by  a surprise,  as,  unfortunately, 
Gladys  Hansen  is  unable  to  participate  in  the  program.  I will 
then  present  “Dreams  of  Empire:  San  Francisco  and  the  Pacific 
Basin,”  Far  from  being  new,  the  concept  of  a “Pacific  Rim” 
predates  the  Gold  Rush  and  culminated  in  the  imperial 
hallucinations  of  the  early  twentieth  century  when  San 
Franciscans  often  spoke  of  their  city  as  the  rightful  heir  of  Rome 
and  the  twin  of  Paris.  I will  discuss  how  the  dreams  of  a trans- 
pacific empire  were  embodied  in  the  Burnham  Plan,  monuments 
and  boulevards.  Civic  Center,  Hetch  Hetchy,  two  worlds  fairs, 
and  numerous  unrealized  projects. 

— by  Gray  Brechin 


The  Ferry  Building  and  waterfront  in  the  late  Twenties. 


Walking  Tours 

Sunday,  April  26,  1:00-3:00  pnu  Charles  Fracchia,  President 
of  the  San  Francisco  Historical  Society,  will  lead  a walking  tour 
of  the  Presidio  Heights  neighborhood,  most  of  which  was  built 
between  1906  and  1939. 

Tuesday,  Mqy  5,  5:00-6:30  pm:  Gray  Brechin  will  lead  a 
walk  at  dusk  along  Pacific  Heights’  Vallejo  and  Green  Streets. 
Trained  as  an  architectural  historian.  Gray  will  discuss  the 
comprehensive  range  of  domestic  architecture  from  Victorian 
farmhouses  to  modern  highrise  apartments  as  well  as  the  buried 
creeks  and  swamps,  the  relation  of  transportation  to 
development,  and  the  contemporary  scene.  Gray  has  charted  a 
hillside  course  that,  for  Pacific  Heights,  is  relatively  fiat. 


A clean  Well-Lighted  Place 
for  Books 

Foi  those  interested  in  preparing  for  the  San  Francisco 
symposium.  Opera  Plaza’s  “A  Clean  Well-Lighted  Place  for 
Boofe”  will  carry  most  of  the  titles  from  the  reading  list 
provided  by  the  lecturers.  These  books  can  be  ordered  by 
mail  from  “A  Clean  Well-Lighted  Place  for  Books”,  601 
Van  Ness,  San  Francisco,  94102,  (415)  441-6670.  Many 
of  the  titles  will  also  be  available  in  the  Herbst  Theatre 
lobby  during  the  Saturday  program. 


Next  Year’s  Programs 


.^ark  your  calendars  now  for  next  season’s  exciting  offerings  of 
programs.  “Spain  and  the  New  World:  A Collision  of  Cultures,”  a 

A W-  A ' 

three  day  program  presented  in  cooperation  with  The 
Exploratorium  on  October  23-25,  1992,  will  open  the  year  at 
the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  Humanities  West  will  return  to 
Herbst  Theatre  January  23,  1993  for  a special  day  long  program, 
“Jefferson  at  250:  The  Cultural  Legacy  of  a Renaissance  Man,” 
featuring  speaker  Gary  Wills  and  presented  in  cooperation  with 
Monticello  and  the  Library  of  Congress.  This  program  will  be 
followed  by  “The  Glory  of  the  Ottoman  Empire:  The  Age  of 
Suleyman  the  Magnificent,”  presented  on  March  5-6  and 
“Shakespeare’s  England”  on  May  7-8.  The  next  newsletter  will 
bring  you  the  roster  of  programs  for  1993-96  which  are  being 
selected  by  the  Program  Planning  Committee  after  a careful 
review  of  the  choices  expressed  on  the  Manet’s  Paris’  program’s 
audience  survey. 


Lunch  with  the  Speakers 
at  Enoteca  Lanzone 

As  in  the  past,  a limited  number  of  luncheon  reservations  will 
be  available  to  Friends  of  Humanities  West  on  Saturday,  May  9, 
at  Enoteca  Lanzone  in  Opera  Plaza. 

Cost  for  the  meal  is  $35.00,  payable  by  check  to 
Humanities  West,  580  Funston,  San  Francisco  94118.  These 
luncheons  tend  to  fill  up  quickly,  so  please  forward  your 
payment  as  soon  as  possible. 


Letter  from  the  President 


Dear  Friends  of  Humanities  West: 

Manet’s  Paris  was  a resounding  success.  Herbst  Theatre 
was  filled  on  both  Friday  evening  and  Saturday,  and  the 
program  has  received  much  favorable  response.  The 
humanities  are  alive  and  well  in  San  Francisco!  Enriched  by 
the  knowledge  and  insight  presented  by  this  program,  I 
myself  will  never  again  look  at  the  art  of  the  Impressionists 
in  quite  the  same  way. 

However,  as  many  of  you  have  pointed  out,  the 
program  was  not  without  its  problems,  of  which  the  most 
conspicuous  was  Professor  Sutcliffs  delivery  during  his 
Friday  night  talk.  Unfortunately,  Professor  Sutcliff  had 
arrived  from  England  only  24  hours  before,  and  he  was 
suffering  from  severe  jet  lag  when  he  began  to  speak.  He  no 
longer  had  the  vital  delivery  shown  during  the  afternoon 
technical  rehearsal.  His  talk  would  have  been  much  livelier  if 
he  had  not  begun  it  the  equivalent  of  4:00  am  London  time. 
In  the  future,  we  intend  to  avoid  problems  like  Professor 
Sutcliff  s (and  others,  such  as  the  reading  by  another  speaker 
of  his  paper)  by  (1)  urging  our  speakers  to  respea  their 
internal  time  clocks,  (2)  emphasizing  to  our  speakers  the 
importance  of  extemporaneous  presentations,  and  (3) 
presenting  only  speakers  with  whom  we  are  personally 
acquainted  or  who  come  with  the  highest  recommendations. 

We  are  also  aware  that  Saturday’s  program  was  flawed 
by  technical  problems  despite  the  extensive  technical 
rehearsals  and  equipment  checks  with  each  speaker  on  both 
Friday  and  Saturday.  We  are  working  closely  with  the 
technical  staff  at  Herbst  Theatre  to  resolve  the  problems  with 
the  microphones  and  acoustics. 

We  are  also  considering  changes  to  the  overall  structure 
of  our  programs  so  as  to  lighten  the  load  on  Saturday,  with 
more  entertainment  and  fewer  lectures.  This  will  be  foremost 
in  our  minds  as  we  plan  the  1993-1996  roster  of  programs. 

Finally,  many  of  you  suggested  offering  a box  lunch 
option  on  Saturday,  and  we  are  researching  this  possibility. 

We  always  welcome  your  input  and  look  forward  to 
seeing  you  at  our  San  Francisco  Program  on  May  8-9,  1992. 


Very  truly  yours. 


